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Recommendation for a Council decision of •••• 
concerning the negociation by the European Econanic Conununi ty of its 
--accession to the Convention for the prevention of marine p:>llution by 
dumping fran shir:s and aircraft, signed at Oslo on 15 February 1972. 
Since 1973, in a~ication of the action programmes on the environment, 
the canmuni ty has adopted or intends to adopt measures aimed at reducing 
the discharge of pollutants into the environment. This reduction can, in 
some cases, induce an increase in non recoverable waste production, and 
lead those who hold such wastes to dump then voluntarily into the sea. 
In order to avoid the substitution of one form of pollution by another and 
to ensure thereby the global environmental protection which was foreseen 
by the action programmes, it seems necessary to take, at Community level, 
measures to check the amount and consequences of such dumping on the en-
vironment. 
On 12 January 1976 the Commission sent the Council a prop:>sal for a direc-
fll tive on the dumping of wastes at sea. This prop:>sal aims at harmonizing 
laws and re:JUlations of the Member States concerning dumping of wastes at 
sea. Some Member States were against that proposal. 
However, during the discussion, it _appeared that the aim could also be 
reached if the Canmuni ty should access to the Oslo Convention for the 
~evention of marine pollution by dumping from ships and aircraft*). 
*)The question of the accession of the Community to the London Convention 
on the prevention of marine pollution by dumping of wastes and other 
matter has also been discussed. This Convention having a world-wide 
character, a possjble accession of the Community to it should lead to 
very important negotiation difficulties having re:Jard the number and 
the diversity of the signatary states. Moreover, the implementation of 
that Convention does 'not, at present pose problems as far as concerns 
the irnplementating rules of the Convention as well as the coherence of 
the obligations forseen in that convention with the work undertaken by 
the COmmunity in the same field. 
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Indeed, the Community is already a Contracting Party to the Barcelona 
Convention for the proteCtion of the Medi terra,nean Sea against p::>llution, 
and, in particular, to the protocol for the prevention of pollution of the 
rnedi terranean sea by dumping from shi:ps and aircraft. 
on a Canmission recanmendation, the Council also decided to open negocia-
tions with a view to the accession of the European Economic Community to 
the Helsinki Convention on the protection of the marine environment of the 
Baltic Sea area which applies, amon;;rst others to this type of p::>llution. 
Finally the Comrm.mi ty is a Contracting Party to the Paris Convention on 
the prevention of marine pollution from land-based sources,· which is, like the 
the Oslo Convention, applicable to the Nord-East Atlantic. 
In the OSlo and Paris Conventions, two Commissions of the Contracting 
parties and a canmon secretary were set up in order to survey the implemen-
tation of the Convention, to monitor the state of the sea arid the efficiency 
of the measures taken. 
'Ihe Conummi ty is a party to all the work undertaken in the Paris Convention 
and is an observer in those of the Oslo Convention. 
In order to ensUr-e a coherent :implementation of the obligation forseen by 
the -Treaty, by the action progranmes on the environment with the ones which 
are derived fran the above mentionned Conventions, it seems necessary that 
. I . 
the Euro~an Economic Cooununi ty acceed to the Oslo Convention. 
'!his accession should also .r;ermi t the approximation of the rules on the 
application of these conventions as far as necessary for the proper func-
tionnin;;r of the Common Market and the implementation of the action pro-
granmes.-
In this pers.r;ective, it is recommended to the Council to authorize the 
Commission to negociate, beside the Member States and on behalf of the 
Communi. ty the requisite amendments for the accession of the Canmuni. ty 
to the Convention for the prevention of marine pollution by dumping from 
shi:ps and aircraft, signed at Oslo on 15 February 1972. 
On the basis of the results of this negociation, the Conmission will 
report to the Council and ask if necessary the accession of the camruru. ty. 
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Project for a Council decision of ••••• 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN CGIMUNITIES, 
HAVING regard to the Treaty establishirYJ the Euro~an • Economic Community, 
HAVING regard to the recanmendation by the Commission, 
WHEREAS the euro~an canmunity action programnes on the environment stresses 
the importance for the Community of the fight against sea pollution in 
general, foresees - amongst other things - Community action with a view to 
combatting pollution resulting from the dumping of waste and makes it clear 
that the protection of sea-water in order to maintain vital Ecological 
equilibria is a priority task; 
WHEREAS the Convention for the prevention of the marine pollution by dum-
ping from ships and aircraft, signed at Oslo on 15 February 1972, forsees 
the elaboration and implementation by t.h~ Contracting Parties of measures 
to control dumping of certain wastes at sea as well as common activities 
with a view to define marine pollution, establish lists of harmsful sub-
stances priorities and action programmes and to organize control and 
monitoring of the marine environment. 
WHEREAS it is necessary to ensure the coherent implementation of the obli-
gations forseen by the ECE Treaty, by the euro~an communi ties action pro-
gr anmes on the environment with the ones which are derived from the 
international Conventions i~which the Community is a Contracting Party~ 
WHEREAS the accession of the Euro~an Economic Community to the Oslo 
Convention may ~rmi t the approximation of the rules on the application 
of these conventions as far as necessary to the pro~ functiorming of 
the canmon Market and the implementatipn of the action progranmes; 
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HAS DOCIDED AS FOLI.DWS 
Sole Article 
'Ihe Conunission is hereby authorised to open negociations with the non-
Member States Party to the Oslo Convention of 15 February 1972 for the 
prevention of marine pollution by dumping fran ships and aircraft with 
a view to the accession of the Community to that Convention. 
'Ihe Commission should conduct these negociations in consultation with the 
representatives of the Member. States in accordance with the directives 
annexed to this Decision. 
IX>ne at Brussels, For the Council 
The President 
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ANNEX 
Directives for the negociations 
'Ihe Oslo convention of 15 February 1972 for the prevention of marine 
pJllution by dumping from ships and aircraft should be amended in such-
a way as to t:enni t the I:.'uro_I::ean Econanic Comrnun.i ty to accede to it • 
